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NJDOT Deputy Commissioner Joseph Mrozek 
announced Work Zone Awareness Week on April 5 
with New Jersey Motor Vehicles Commission Chief 
Administrator Raymond Martinez at an active work 
zone along Route 1 in North Brunswick. 

“Every work zone, 
from relatively simple ones 
to those that involve lane 
shifts or merging traffic, 
offer an opportunity for 
drivers to help keep the 
zone safe,” said Deputy 
Commissioner Joseph 
Mrozek. 

In coordination with 
the New Jersey Turnpike 
Authority, the South Jersey 
Transportation Authority 
and the Port Authority 

Mrozek of New York and New 
Jersey, NJDOT is displaying a special safety message on 
Variable Message Signs reading, “Safer Driving, Safer 
Work Zones, For Everyone.” 

Similar messages are being delivered by 
transportation officials nationwide as the highway 
construction season shifts into high gear with the coming 
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Workers dig along Route 1, North Brunswick. 


of warmer weather. With as many as 200 highway and 
bridge projects under way at any given time in New Jersey, 
motorists travel through work zones quite often. 

NJDOT is working with the New Jersey Institute of 
Technology and Rutgers University on a study to identify 
whether work zone accidents tend to occur prior to the 
zone, within it or as vehicles emerge from the zone. Study 
data will help drive strategies and investment decisions to 
help reduce work zone accidents and injuries. 

In 2009, 667 motorists and construction workers were 
killed and 40,000 injured nationwide as a result of motor 
vehicle accidents in work zones. 


On April 7, the NJDOT Bureau of Research 
sponsored a Brown Bag Tech Transfer Lecture titled, 
“Intelligent Transportation: Trends and Perspectives” by J.D. 
Margulici. He founded Novavia Solutions, Inc., LLC 
in 2010 with a concentration in promoting the use and 
development of Intelligent Transportation Solutions. 

“Many of the new innovations will focus on travel 
time monitoring and how it relates to congestion 
pricing and corridor pricing as well as new vehicle 
enhancements of all types,” said Margulici. “Profound 
changes and opportunities are inevitable for 
transportation engineers and planners.” 


His previous experience includes 
the California Center for Innovative 
Transportation at the University of 
California, Berkeley; Vice-President 
of Edatis; and several years with the 
French air traffic control. J.D. holds a 
bachelor’s degree in mathematics and 
physics from the Ecole Polytechnique 
in Paris, as well as a master’s degree 
in transportation engineering and 
an MBA from the University of 
California, Berkeley. 
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The seventh Annual NJDOT 
Chess tournament was held this year 
as two tournaments. One alloted 15 
minutes per player per game and 
the other was the usual 25 minutes 
per player per game. There were 
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Kiran Patel is all smiles with his trophy, 
along with Commissioner Simpson. 


NJDOT kicks off 


two sections in each tournament. The 
winners were: Game 25 A Division, 
first: Bharat Shah, Structural Design; 
second: Dante Sadama, Roadway 
Design; third: Charles Miller, Access 
Design and Row Engineering. Game 
25 B Division, first: Virgilio Tan, 
Traffic Engineering; second: Al 
Balluch, Construction; third: Glenn 
Adams, Roadway Design. Game 
15 A Division, first: Kiran Patel, 
Construction and Materials; second: 
Charles Miller, third: Dante Sadama. 
Game 15 B Division, first: Virgilio 
Tan, second; John Fam, Construction; 
third: Sean Sheehy, Construction. 
Virgilio Tan went through both B 
sections undefeated. 

Other participants were: Steve 
Hammond, Structural Design, Anil 
Desai, Access Permits, Ayman 


Clean Up NJ Campaign 


On April 6, NJDOT kicked off 
the Clean Up NJ Campaign with the 
announcement of a litter clean up 
long 1-295 in Camden County. In 
connection with the start of the 2012 


Clean Up NJ campaign, NJDOT 
maintenance crews attacked litter 


in central New Jersey along I-287, 
Route 1, Route 18 and the I-78 
corridor. Under Clean Up NJ, 
maintenance crews periodically 


are concentrated in specific locations for about a week to take 
care of all maintenance needs and make a noticeable improvement in the 


appearance of the corridor. 


Ibrahim, Equipment Engineering, 
Pierre Adams, Program Coordination, 
Jerome Florence, Regional Operations, 
Ashok Rana, Program Coordination, 
and Norbert Teufel, Program 
Management. 

Going forward, the plan is to 
hold the Game 15 tournament in the 
fall and the Game 25 tournament 
in late February. NJDOT chess 
players always welcome additional 
participants and hope to again have a 
C Division if there is sufficient interest. 
Members of the group meet daily from 
12:30 p.m. - 1 p.m. in Charles Miller’s 
office on the 4" floor of the EkO 
Building. On Wednesdays, at 12:30 a 
small group meets in the cafeteria to 
study chess. Anyone is welcome to 
join at anytime. You do not have to 
be present every week. 
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NJDOTer commemorates Bataan Death March 


On March 27, NJDOT employee 
Eric Johnson of Design Services 
took part in a 26.2 mile marathon 
at the White Sands Missile Range, 
in the mountains of southern New 
Mexico. The marathon marked the 
anniversary of the Bataan Death 
March on April 9, 1942. This is the 
day that the Island of Bataan was 
surrendered to the Japanese during 
World War II. 80,000 American and 
Filipino prisoners of war marched 
the 60-70 miles from Bataan to Camp 
O’Donnell in Luzon. 

“By the time I reached the 20 
mile, I was in pain. I cannot imagine 
the soldiers who had little food, 
water and no shoes. This was by far 
the most incredibly difficult physical 
activity I have ever undertaken. 
Ever,” said Johnson. 

Proceeds from the marathon 
went to survivor funds and several 
charities. 


Obituaries 


Retiree Vivian Vernon Higgins passed away 
on March 2, 2011. She was a Principal Clerk. She 
is survived by her two sons, Frank and William, 
her seven grandchildren and her four great- 
grandchildren. 

Retiree Frank Brigini passed away on March 5, 
2011. He is survived by his brother, Sesto; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

Retiree Malcolm F. MacKenzie passed away 
on March 6, 2011. He was a Principal Engineer, 
Transportation, when he retired from Capital 
Program Management in 1991. He is survived by his 
son, Malcolm; his daughter, Debra; his sister, Sueann, 
and his granddaughters, Caitlin and Allison. 

Retiree Gregory “Skip” Walker passed away 
on March 7, 2011. He was a Rail Administrator. 

He is survived by his wife Margaret; his daughter, 
Christine; his son, Gregory; his brothers, Joe and 
Teddy; his sisters, Laurie, Dorann, Judy, Donna and 
Patty. 

Retiree John W. McGovern passed away on 
March 10, 2011. He was an Electrical Mechanic 
Foremen when he retired after 33 years. He is 
survived by his wife, Nora “Tess”; his two daughters, 


Eric Johnson takes a break during his marathon. 
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Maureen and Patricia; his two grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren and many other family and 
friends. 

Retiree Robert Pitts passed away on March 12, 
2011. He was an Equipment Operator in Totowa 
Crew 250, Bedminster Crew 319, Keasby Crew 329, 
and Lodi Crew 213. He is survived by his wife, 
Verdell; his son, Robert and several grandchildren. 

Employee Kirit Shah passed away on Tuesday, 
March 15, 2011. He was a Project Engineer, Electrical 
in Traffic Signal & Safety Engineering and was 
responsible for the review and design of traffic 
signals, highway lighting and other electrical 
installations located in the northern counties of the 
State. He is survived by his wife, Rajula and two 
sons, Kalpen and Rushabh. 

Retiree John T. Bruccoleri passed away on 
March 20, 2011. He retired after 38 years as a 
Senior Engineer, Materials in Central Region. He 
is survived by his wife, Mafalda; his four sons, 
Jonathan, Thomas, Steven and David; his 18 
grandchildren, a brother, Angelo; his two sisters, 
Dolores and Nora; and many nieces and nephews 
and other family and friends. 


